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** Salomon (2018:56, line 32-33), The Buddhist
Literature of Ancient Gandhara: An Introduction
with Selected Translations: ‘But it is now clear that
the seeming primacy and and authority of the Pali
Tipitaka is only an accident of history.’

* Salomon (2018:57, line 11-15), The Buddhist
Literature of Ancient Gandhara: An Introduction
with Selected Translations: ‘Comparisons of several
versions of a given siitra in the various languages
concerned-for example, the Pali, Sanskrit, and
Gandhari texts of the Rhinoceros Siitra-typically
show complex relationships in which no one version
can be identified as the sole source or archetype for
the others.’
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“ Nattier (2023: 223), “On Two Previously
Unidentified Verses in Zhi Qian’s Hybrid
Dharmapada”: ‘In light of this extreme variability
it is certainly not possible to refer to all of these
texts as being versions of “the” Dhammapada (or
Dharmapada, or Udanavarga); rather, it might be
better to say that these names refer to a type of
text—that is, a thematatically arranged collection
of highly mobile verses, many of them widely
shared with other scriptures of this type—rather
than a single scripture for which we have multiple
exemplars.’

alomon (2018:57, line 21-32): ‘But in light of recent
trends in textual scholarship, reinforced by the

6

discovery of the Buddhist literature of Gandhara,
most scholars have abandoned the quest for a single
“original” version of the canon as a wild-goose
chase. For even if there ever were, in theory, a single
original form of the canon, or at least of a group
of indivisual texts as the Buddha himself uttered
them two and half a millennia ago, there is no hope
of finding it intact. By the time the texts were set
down in writing , apparently in the first century
BCE, Buddhism had already spread far and wide
around India and adjoining countries as a result
of which slightly, and sometimes not so slightly,
different versions had already arisen and diverged in
complex and tangled ways that make it impossible
to reconstruct a single original archetype.’
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On Eight Types of Differences Between the Za Ahan Jing (T99) and

Pali Samyutta Nikaya

Independent Researcher Ken Su

Abstract
Both Chinese Za Ahan Jing (T99) and Pali Samyutta Niakya are the major two of important

sources in the field of the early Buddhism studies. Scholars claimed that they must have shared

coherent contents for its common origination, though there are variations here and there.

This article explains that we should pay attention to coherent structure and contents as well

as variations between them. Here I highlight eight types of variations about them. They are:

1.

. The structure of chapters.
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Total numbers of texts.

. Title of each single text.

. Uddana.

. Unique text and/or special dogmatic claim (s).
. Derivative texts.

. Stereotype phrases.

. Details of the parallel text.

These eight types of variations points to the complicate relations between them, it might not

show a simple and single line transition through a dedicated genealogical investigation. It takes

further tasks to find out if each pair of Agama/Nikaya were collected under specific editorial

guidelines, or they came simply out of a single recension under ages of historical changes.

Keywords: 1. Za Ahan Jing (T99) 2. Samyutta Nikaya 3. Comparative studies between

Agamas and Nikayas 4. Multiple sources of a ‘type’ of a canonical text
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